
Course objectives and learning outcomes for the reading course French 111S: “Salomé, le mythe de la 

femme fatale”, taught in Fall 2007 at Duke University. 

The whole syllabus I designed is available upon request. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

× To read and understand texts representative 

of 19th-Century French literature and culture 

× To recognize and categorize the genre of the 

texts read (novels, short stories, poems, 

theater plays, newspapers chronicles, extracts 

from letters and diaries) 

× To situate the role and place of women & 

femininity in 19th-Century French literature 

and culture 

× To trace, compare and analyze the 

development of a myth in the texts and 

paintings studied 

× To identify and describe the major literary 

movements the texts might reflect 

(romanticism, realism, naturalism and 

symbolism) 

× To gain familiarity with cultural studies, 

women studies as well as with psychoanalysis 

× To demonstrate an analytic knowledge of 

modernity, understanding the historical, 

social, and political circumstances that form 

ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ 

ǇŀƛƴǘŜǊǎΩ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ  

× To find, evaluate, organize, and present in 

class information on 19th-Century French 

texts, writers, culture, and society  

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

Upon completion of this course, students will be 

able to:  

 

× Read any types of text in French having 

developed appropriate reading strategies in 

this target language 

× Better understand how the texts studied and 

the paintings considered might have shaped 

French thought and culture 

× Situate major texts and authors within their 

literary, cultural, and historical contexts  

× Express and justify personal opinions on 

paintings and literary texts as well as on 

myths and matters of modernity  

× Have enhanced their proficiency in French: 

written and oral expression, reading, aural 

comprehension, etc. 

 

 


