
FRENCH 100.01:  
Perspectives culturelles et littéraires 

 
Spring 2007    Instructor: Virginie Pouzet-Duzer ; vap@duke.edu 
MWF 10:20-11:10 
Old Chem, 123 
http://courses.duke.edu 

Office: Perkins 02E  
Office hours: Mon. 11:15-12:15,  
Wed. 11:15-12:15, and by appointment 

  

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is organized around the notion of òFrenchnessó and the social, cultural and literary determinants 
of that concept.  Through a series of texts and films designed to introduce us to contemporary French 
thought and cultural practices, we will explore the following questions: What is it to be French?  Who is 
French?  How do the French see themselves, and how are they seen by others?  In what ways do cultural 
practices, globalization, and ethnicity influence the formation of the French identity (and may we determine 
one?)?  Discussions will include analysis of cultural stereotypes, family life, sports, language, media, politics, 
immigration, and more.  Although the focus of this course is cultural analysis, we will review grammar and 
stylistics as needed. 
 
COURSE GOALS   
French 100 is designed to give students the reading and writing skills necessary to enter 100-level courses in 
French studies.  To that end, we will read a variety of writing styles, including short stories, critical essays, 
satire, poetry, cartoons, newspaper articles, and a novel.  Likewise, your own writing assignments will be 
diverse in nature, including discussion forums, creative writing, reaction papers, and a final project.  Classes 
and readings will be conducted entirely in French. 
 
The goals of this course are as follows:  
× To increase cultural understanding and sensitivity (to both French and American cultures) 
× To sharpen reading skills and learn various approaches to facilitate reading in French  
× To hone writing skills leading to correct and effective expression in French 
× To improve speaking and listening skills through extended discussion and in-class activities 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS (available at Duke Textbook Stores): 
× Wylie, Laurence and Jean-François Brière. Les Français.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2001.   
× Houellebecq, Michel. Extension du domaine de la lutte. J'ai Lu : Paris, 2005 (1994). 
 
RECOMMENDED:   
For writing: a good (big!) French-French dictionary (Harrapõs, Robert-Collins, Larousse).  For your readings, 
there is a practical online dictionary: http://www.wordreference.com/fr/   
 
AVAILABILITY of additional texts and films: 
× The majority of readings are available on e-reserves, accessible through our Blackboard site. 

http://courses.duke.edu/
http://www.wordreference.com/fr/


× We will watch 3 films during the semester.  Each film will be shown on two separate occasions.  If you 
cannot attend these viewings, you are responsible for seeing them on your own.  Films will be on 3-hour 
reserve at Lilly; you may also find them at Avid Video, VisArt, Netflix, or other video stores.   

 
BLACKBOARD COURSE WEB PAGE: http://courses.duke.edu: This site contains all the information 
about the course, including assignments and e-reserves.  I will regularly post messages on this site, so please 
check it daily! 
 
ATTENDANCE  
A maximum of two absences is allowed in this course.  There are no make-ups or late work in French 100.  If 
you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed so that you come prepared when you return to class.  
Arriving late to class counts as one third of an absence; if you arrive more than 15 minutes late to class, you 
will be counted absent.   
 
GRADE 
Participation   15 %    Rédactions (3)    15 %   
Devoirs      5 %   Projet final   20 % 
Exposé oral   10 %   Examens (15/20)  35 % 
  
CLASS PARTICIPATION:  You are expected to actively read all assignments, to ask and answer pertinent 
questions about the texts, and to engage in small group activities and class discussion by sharing and justifying 
your opinions/analyses of the assigned texts.  You are required to attend the Table française 2 times during the 
semester, once before spring break and again before the end of the semester; the table meets weekly.  If you 
cannot attend due to a conflict, please see me within the first two weeks of class so we can work out an 
alternate assignment. 
 
DEVOIRS:  During the semester, you will participate in several online discussion forums and weblogs, and 
occasional oral or written homework assignments.  These are designed to improve your oral and writing skills 
as you ask and respond to questions about the materials.  Your grade will be based on the quality of your 
response; more explicit guidelines are on our Blackboard site.   
 
EXPOSÉ ORAL: During the semester you will work with another student to present one of the readings and 
lead class discussion (approximately 20 minutes).  Guidelines and peer review forms are posted on our 
Blackboard site. 
 
RÉDACTIONS: During the semester, you will write 3 rédactions (2-page typed responses to the assigned 
readings).  These papers will allow you to explore your thoughts, interpretations, and perceptions about the 
texts in a more formal written analysis.  You may NOT have a friend, tutor, or other person òlook overó your 
paper.  You are expected to use a dictionary, a grammar reference book, and spell- and grammar-check to 
proof your own work (available in computer labs on both campuses).  If you have any questions, please ask! 
 
PROJET FINAL: During the semester, you will complete a 4-5 page cultural analysis project on a topic of 
your choice.  Focus will be on process, so you will work on multiple drafts and peer editing.  As with other 
writing assignments in this course, you may not have anyone else read over your paper.  If you have any 
questions, please ask!  Specific guidelines and suggestions are posted on our Blackboard site.   
 
EXAMS: There will be two exams: a midterm and a final. Exams are generally a combination of short answer 
and essay.  The final exam is on Tuesday, May 1st from 2 to 5 p.m. 
 
DUKE COMMUNITY STANDARD: Your participation in this course comes with the expectation that 
your work will be completed in full observance of the Duke Community Standard 
(http://www.integrity.duke.edu/ugrad/student.html). If you have any questions about your responsibilities 
within this course, please do not hesitate to consult me.  
 

http://courses.duke.edu/
http://www.integrity.duke.edu/ugrad/student.html


ACCOMMODATIONS:  If you have a documented disability and need accommodations or have questions, 
please contact either Donna Hall, Director of the Academic Resource Center, at dhall@duke.edu or John 
Blackshear, Clinical Director of the Academic Resource Center; at john.blackshear@duke.edu. 
 

EXAMEN FINAL  : le mardi 1 mai 14-17h 
 

Programme du cours 
 

 
Culture et 
stéréotypes 

 

 

 10 janvier 
 

Introduction au cours  

 

12 janvier 
 

¶ Wylie et Brière, Les 
Français, « Introduction » (1-11) 

¶  Deldique, « Quelques 
conseils » (261-266) 

 
 

Points de vue 
sur les 

Français 
 

 

15 janvier 
 

Congé  

 

17 janvier 
 

Wylie et Brière, « Points de vue 
fran­ais sur lõespace è (14-32), 
« Points de vue français sur le 

temps » (33-54) 
 

Forum (soumettre votre 
commentaire sur les Français au 

plus tard le 16 janvier à 17h) 

 

19 janvier 
 

Wylie et Brière, « Points de vue 
français sur la nature humaine » 

(55-67) 
 

 
Lõ®ducation 

 

 

22 janvier 
 

Wylie et Brière, « Points de vue 
français sur le corps » (68-80) 

 
De 17h à 19h, projection du film 

Être et avoir (West campus lab 
viewing room) 

 

24 janvier 
 

Wylie et Brière, « Enfance et 
première éducation » (86-96) 

 
De 19h à 21h, projection du film 

Être et avoir (West campus lab 
viewing room) 

 

26 janvier 
 

Discussion du film 
Être et avoir  

 
Forum (soumettre votre 

commentaire sur l'éducation au 
plus tard le  

25 janvier à 23h) 

 
 

Traditions 
culinaires 

 

 

29 janvier 
 

¶ Delerm, La première gorgée de 
bière, « Le croissant du 
trottoir », « Un banana-
split » 

¶ Barthes, « Avant-propos », 
« Le vin et le lait » 

 

31 janvier 
 

Proust, Du côté de chez Swann, 
« Combray » 
 

Rédaction 1 

 

2 février 
 

¶ Bové, Le Monde nõest pas une 
marchandise (extraits) 

¶ Grégoire,« Gourméthique, la 
révolution de palais » 

 

 
La famille 

 

 

5 février  
 

Wylie et Brière, « Socialisation et 
modes dõ®vasion » (97-111) 
 

7 février 
 

Wylie et Brière, « La famille 
fran­aise aujourdõhui » (127-142) 

 
 

9 février 
 

¶ Huret, « Pacs, In the 
mood for love : les hétéros aussi » 

¶ Rotman, « Papa file et 
maman court » 

¶ Perreau, « Bobigny colore 
les noces » 
 

Forum (soumettre votre 
commentaire sur la famille au plus 
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