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Techne and Text 

crucial stumbling block in the way of any theory that 

A places the origins and first flowering of rhetoric in 
late fifth-century Athens is the overall character of 
the Attic prose which survives from that period. It 
is hard to imagine an idiom or a style less calcu- 

lated to please or move an audience, or to make a message more 
acceptable and more understandable, than those which appear 
time and again in the orations of Antiphon, the speeches of Thu- 
cydides' history, and the largely anonymous or fragmentary re- 
mains of the prose of their contemporaries. Gorgias's notorious 
funeral oration (82 B 6) is an extreme case, but not an isolated one: 

What did these men lack that men should have? 
And what did they have that men should lack? 
May what I say be what I sought to say, 
and what I sought to say what 1 ought to say- 

free from the wrath of gods, 
far from the envy of men. 

They had the virtue that is instilled by gods, 
and the mortality that is inborn in men- 

judging the gentleness of sacrifice better than the harshness of 
demanding one's due, 
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far better soundness of spirit than the letter of the law- 
thinking duty in dury's place and time the most divine and 

universal of laws 
whether in things done or not done, 
said or left unsaid; 

schooling themselves into what was most needed: 
might of hand and rightness of plan, 

thinking through the one 
and acting out the other; 

succorers of the unfairly unfortunate, 
punishers of the unfairly fortunate, 

assertive when advantage called, 
yielding when propriety forbade; 
restraining hastiness of hand 

with prudence of plan; 
confronting outrage with outrage, 

orderliness with order; 
fearless in the face of the fearless, 
feared themselves in the midst of things to be feared; 

in testimony to which they raised trophies over their enemies: 
for themselves, dedications; 
for Zeus, consecrations; 

strangers neither to the fire of battle in the blood, 
nor chaste loves, 
nor armor-clad strife, 
nor beauty-loving peace, 

showing reverence to the gods through justice, 
devotion to parents through care, 
justice to fellow-count~ymen through fairness 
respect to friends through faith. 

Dead though they be, our longing for them dies not; 
but deathless in bodies not deathless, it lives, though they live not. 

One inevitably wonders "how such a style can have moved to 
transports of delight men who lived among the works of Pheidias 
and Iktinos, who knew the prose of Herodotus, and whose ears 
were familiar with Homer, with Aeschylus and with Sophocles"; or 
even, "how it was that Gorgias . . . was able 'to get away with it.'"l 
And Gorgias's prose shares with that of his Athenian contempo- 


